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what would be the attitude of the British Government in case
of a revolt of the Grand Sheriff against the Turks.   Lord
Kitchener gave him no encouragement but agreed to trans-
mit the information to London, saying he thought it im-
probable that Sir Edward Grey would send any reply.  On
the day (February i4th) that Lord Kitchener's despatch on
the subject arrived, a telegram from him reached Grey to the
effect that the quarrel of the Grand Sheriff with the Turks
had been amicably settled.  Difficulties began again at the
end of March, but the matter seems to have gone no further
in London. Kitchener refused to see Abdullah on his return
journey, but sent a message giving him no encouragement
and saying that the only British interest in Arabia was the
safety and comfort of the Indian pilgrims.
In Syria, still another group of Nationalisms hoped to obtain
decentralization by means of agitation and by exerting pres-
sure both locally and on the authorities at Constantinople.
Another revolutionary group, for the most part Muslims of
Damascus  and  the  Syrian  hinterland,   aimed   at  complete
independence and membership in a confederation of Arab
states.
Behind the movement were ranged the Arabic Press and the
Arabs domiciled in Egypt, in France, in the United States, in
South America and in Australia.1 In Syria, including the
Lebanon and what is now Palestine, Arabic journals increased
850 per cent in the period 1904 to 1914 over the preceding ten
years,2 33 journals being established from 1894 to 1904
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2 Newspapers and magazines  established m Arab  countries,   during the
periods, 1894-1904 and 1904-14, are given below, arranged according to their
present political divisions.
1894-1904                             1904-14
Newspapers     Magazines    Newspapers      Magazines
Syria                          i                    2                  73                   14
Lebanon                  15                  14                ny                  ^I
Palestine                  i                  o                26                   5
Iraq                        i                   i                 61                   9
Hijaz                        0060
Total         18                 17               283                  79
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